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VCE and VCAL overview
VCE – Victorian Certificate of Education

VCAL – Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

Designed to be completed over two (2) years

Foundation, Intermediate or Senior certificates
awarded as each level is completed

A main requirement for entry into University or
TAFE courses

Best suited to students seeking employment,
traineeships, apprenticeships or TAFE courses

All units have a theoretical component. Some
subjects have a large practical component known
as portfolio subjects

All units have large practical components and
require students to demonstrate this through
evidence

Courses consist of VCE units and may include VET
units

Courses consist of VCAL and VET units at school
and/or TAFE

Semester long units of work where set outcomes
must be completed by the end of each semester

Students must complete a minimum of 10
credits, which include at minimum Literacy,
Numeracy, Personal Development and VET
credits

Assessment is based on tasks completed in class
(SACs) and exams

Assessment is based on evidence collected
through a wide range of activities, including work
placement, TAFE coursework and classroom
activities

Students attend school 5 days per week with 90%
attendance requirement

Students attend school 3 days, VET for 1 day and
work placement for 1 day with 90% attendance
requirement

The minimum requirement is satisfactory
completion of 16 units, which must include:
-

Three units from the English group,
including a Unit 3-4 sequence
At least three other sequences of Unit 3-4
studies
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Victorian Senior Certificates flowchart

VCE

VCAL

Victorian Certificate of Education

Employment /
Apprenticeship /
Traineeship

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

University /
Tafe

Employment /
Apprenticeship /
Traineeship

Tafe

University
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VCE – Victorian Certificate of Education

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is completed over a minimum of two years and administered
by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). This certificate is a main requirement for
entry into tertiary courses and some employers require it for selection purposes.
Generally, subjects are offered in four sequential Units (1, 2, 3 and 4). Units 3 and 4 of all subjects must be
taken as a sequence. That is, students cannot enrol in Unit 4 unless they have also enrolled in Unit 3. Most
students enrol in Units 1 and 2 in Year 11 then Units 3 and 4 in Year 12. Each VCE unit involves 50 hours of
scheduled classroom instruction.
It is each student’s responsibility to ensure that the course he or she selects will enable him or her to meet
these VCAA Requirements. Guidance for this can be provided by Careers/Pathways and Senior staff at the
College.
The awarding of satisfactory completion for Units is based on a decision that the student has
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the Unit in the study design. The decision
about satisfactory completion of outcomes is based on the teacher’s judgment of the student’s overall
performance on a combination of set work and assessment tools related to the outcomes.
Achievement of an outcome means:





The work meets the required standard
The work was submitted on time
The work is clearly the student’s own
There has been no substantive breach of rules

If all outcomes are achieved, the student receives ‘S’ (Satisfactory) for the Unit. If any of the outcomes are
not achieved, the student receives ‘N’ (Not Satisfactory) for the Unit.
A student will not satisfactorily complete an outcome if:





Their work is not of the required standard
The student fails to meet a deadline for the assessment task, including where an extension of time
has been granted for any reason, including Special Provision
The work cannot be authenticated or there has been a substantive breach of rules
A student has completed all work but there has been a substantive breach of the attendance
requirement
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VCAL – Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a practical Senior Secondary certificate. The VCAL is
suitable for students who want to enter the workforce and engage in and apprenticeship, traineeship or
further vocational study.
The VCAL certificate aims to provide students with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to make informed
choices about Pathways to work and further education.
The principles underpinning VCAL are:



The development of knowledge and employability skills that help prepare students for work and for
participation in the broader society – family, community and lifelong learning.
The development of knowledge and skills that assist students to make informed vocational choices
and facilitate pathways to further learning and employment.

Each VCAL certificate has 4 compulsory strands (subjects);





Literacy and Numeracy – English and Mathematics required for the workplace.
Personal Development Skills – communication, project management and organisation, team work
and leadership.
Work Related Skills – employability skills and workplace safety focus.
Industry Related Skills – this is delivered at TAFE or through an School Based Apprenticeship (SBA).

* Entry to VCAL is by application. Numbers are limited. This process commences in Week 1 of Term 3.
What is a VCAL week like?
VCAL students attend school a minimum of three (3) days per week, with some students attending five (5)
days depending on their VET and Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) arrangements. A typical program
includes;

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

VCAL classes at
school

VCAL classes at
school

VET at TAFE

VCAL classes at
school

Work placement
(SWL)
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VCAL - continued

Achievement of a unit for any strand of VCAL is based on demonstrating the elements of the outcome.
This means students need to be able to provide evidence for any work undertaken. This evidence will come
in a variety of forms, including but not limited to:









Teacher observations
Photographs
Self-reflections
Completion of work books
Awards from participation in other activities
Log books
Discussion or debate
Contribution records
Enrolling into VCAL

Step

Timing

Process

1

Term 3 Week 1

Year 10 VCAL applicants identified

2

Term 3 Week 2

Year 10 VCAL interviews

3

Term 3 Week 3-5

4

Term 3 from Week 5

5

Term 3 Week 10

Work experience

6

Term 4

SWL preparation

Confirmation of VCAL place
VET application
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VCAA guidelines - VCE


Assessment
Unit 1 and 2 assessment tasks are graded from A+
to UG (ungraded). However, only S or N is
reported to VCAA. In Units 3 and 4 assessment
tasks are scored numerically.



VCAA uses school-determined scores to produce
a rank and together with the exam results of the
end of year VCAA exams produce a study score.
Study scores are used to calculate a student’s
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) which
is used by Tertiary providers when offering
student places.



Authentication



A teacher cannot accept work if they believe that
it has been copied from somewhere else. To
demonstrate that the work was completed by the
student, the student must:





School Assessed Coursework (SAC)

Regularly complete work in class
Hand in work regularly throughout the
semester
Show the teacher drafts of work when
required
Keep all drafts, notes etc. until the end of
assessment

SACs typically take place in class time. Therefore,
students must attend school for their SAC
sessions.
The following rules apply if a student is absent
from a SAC session;


If any part or all of the work cannot be
authenticated, the matter will be dealt with
following the VCAA guidelines for breaches of the
rules of assessment.





A student who is absent with a medical
certificate may be required to sit the SAC
at a time designated by the Senior School.

School Assessed Tasks (SAT)
The following rules apply for submission of SATs;

In order to avoid authentication issues, the VCAA
provides the following rules, which students must
observe when preparing work for assessment at
both Years 11 and 12:


Students must not submit the same piece
of work for assessment more than once.
A student must not circulate or publish
written work that is being submitted for
assessment in a study in the academic
year of enrolment.
A student must not knowingly assist
another student in a breach of rules.
Students who knowingly assist other
students in a breach of rule, may be
penalised and may be required to meet
with the Authentication Panel as part of
the investigation.
Students must keep all drafts, notes,
preparatory work, photocopied
references, records of interviews so that
they can prove authenticity of their work
if asked to do so.



It is the student’s responsibility to ensure
that teachers are able to authenticate
their work.
Students must acknowledge all resources
used, including text and source material,
the name(s) and status of any person(s)
who provided assistance and the type of
assistance provided.
Students must not receive undue
assistance from any other person in the
preparation and submission of work.
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Teachers must monitor and record in the
Authentication Records for SchoolAssessed Tasks form each student’s
development of work, from planning and
drafting through to completion. This
requires regular sightings of the work by
the teacher.

VCAA guidelines – VCE continued

How to gain an ‘S’ for a unit

Special Provision

Teachers will determine a variety of assessment
tasks to provide a range of opportunities for
students to demonstrate the key knowledge and
key skills of the outcomes in each unit. These
outcomes are specified in each subject’s study
design set by the VCAA. Each VCE unit includes a
set of outcomes. Achievement of the outcomes is
based on the teacher’s assessment of the
student’s performance on tasks designated for
each unit. These series of tasks can include (but
not restricted to) SACs and SATs. A student will be
awarded an ‘S’ for a unit when:

A student may be eligible to apply for Special
Provision if at any time they are adversely
affected in a significant way by:











Students granted Special Provision must still
complete all school work related to satisfactory
completion of the outcomes of a VCE unit.
Students absent from school for prolonged
periods must still comply with the school’s
authentication procedures to demonstrate that
they have completed the work and that the work
is their own.

Work meets the required standard as
described in the Study Design and all
required course work has been
completed.
Work has been submitted on time.
Work is clearly the student’s own.
There has been no serious breach of rules,
including attendance.



Information for Students



At the commencement of each Unit, students will
be given:




An acute or chronic illness (physical or
psychological)
Factors relating to personal circumstances
An impairment or disability, including
learning disorders

A detailed outline, which includes the
outcomes and assessment and tasks for
the Unit.
A list of important dates including
submission dates and the dates of
assessment tasks or coursework.

Students who believe they have grounds
for special provision must apply to Senior
School as soon as the need for special
provision becomes apparent.
Special provision cannot be applied
retrospectively.

All applications for Special Provision must be
accompanied by evidence of the adverse effect of
the condition on the student’s ability to
demonstrate achievement.

9

VCAA guidelines – VCE continued

Special Examination Arrangements

Attendance

Special Examination Arrangements may be
approved to meet the needs of students who
have disabilities, illnesses or other circumstances
that would affect their ability to access a VCE
external assessment.

VCAA has directed schools to set the minimum
class time and attendance rules.
Where a student has completed all tasks
satisfactorily but there has been a substantive
breach of attendance rules, the school must
assign ‘N’ for one or more outcomes and thus
the Unit.

Special Examination Arrangement applications
are made to the VCAA through the Senior School
by the Program Manager and must be endorsed
by the Principal. Such applications will be
considered by the VCAA in accordance with its
policies.

Glenroy College has agreed that an ‘N’ can be
given for a Unit if a student’s attendance for that
Unit falls below 90%, thus preventing the student
from ‘satisfactorily completing’ the Unit.
Approved absences (illness, etc.) are not included
in this figure.

Students who believe they may have grounds for
special examination arrangements must consult
with Senior School as soon as possible.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/specialprovision/Pages/Index.aspx
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Glenroy College guidelines
Extended Holidays and Attendance
Family holidays are not approved absences for
the purposes of meeting the VCE and VCAL
attendance requirements. Parents are asked to
consider this in relation to planning holidays
outside the regular school holiday periods. The
College will not provide make-up opportunities
for missed assessments due to family holidays.
These periods of absence will contribute to the
total unapproved absence count for Units being
studied. Any missed assessments will lead to a
lower grade and the possibility that the student
may receive an ‘N’ for the unit.

This may impact the student’s ability to meet an
outcome, and their eligibility to be awarded an ‘S’
for the Unit.
It is possible that the student may be able to
demonstrate the outcomes through regular class
work.
The College Principal, in consultation with the
Senior Subschool Manager, will determine what
constitutes a legitimate reason.
When assessment tasks are completed out of
class, students must hand work to the teacher in
their normal class on the published due date. It is
NOT acceptable to hand in or email the work
after school or the next morning, to put work in a
teacher’s pigeon-hole, drop box or on their desk
or to submit it to another teacher unless students
have been instructed to do so.

Observing religious holidays
Students will be provided with one day in a
calendar year to observe religious holidays. In the
event that the holiday extends for more than one
day, the student can nominate only one day of
their observance to be approved. Missed SAC or
SAT deadlines will be approved for this purpose
at the discretion of the Principal.

Fees for Practical Subjects
Enrolments in practical subjects that include a
levy will not be confirmed until payment is made
in full for the entire school year, and any
remaining fees from the previous year are paid.
This payment must be made on or just after the
course confirmation day.

Absence from assessment
In addition to observing VCAA rules, students
must also observe the rules of their school.
Students who miss an assessment period for a
legitimate reason will be given the opportunity to
complete the assessment task during a make-up
session. Students must be prepared to sit the
missed assessment task on the day of their
return to school. Make up sessions are generally
held out of school hours.

Holiday Homework
Students can expect homework to be set for each
term break and holiday period including the
summer break. The College expects all students
to submit the holiday homework on the first day
of each term. In the event the student does not
submit the work or does not submit work to the
required standard, the student can expect:

Students who are too ill to attend school must
have a medical certificate issued for the day of
the missed assessment. Students must be well
prepared for the assessment in order to achieve
their best result.



A statutory declaration is not an appropriate
replacement for a medical certificate. If students
are away for any reason they should contact
Senior School ASAP. Students who miss an
assessment period without a legitimate reason,
may not be given the opportunity to complete
the task.

An after school catch up in Study Hall for
each subject not satisfactorily completed.

Study Hall is offered to all students to maintain
a satisfactory level.
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Glenroy College guidelines - continued
Computers

Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR)

While encouraging the use of computers, the
College is not necessarily able to make computer
facilities available to all students at all times.

Year 12 results are calculated to establish a rank
order of students which is called the ATAR. The
ATAR is considered by Tertiary Institutions when
choosing course participants. The ATAR score is
calculated on the study score of the top 4
subjects, including English, plus a percentage of
the 5th and 6th subjects. It is a student’s
responsibility to ensure they meet Tertiary
Entrance requirements. For assistance, we
provide all Senior Students with information of
the relevant prerequisites for their year of entry
into tertiary education and they are encouraged
to meet with our Careers Team for more
specialised advice and guidance.

Care in the use of technology
A student who uses technology to produce work
for assessment is responsible for ensuring that:



there is an alternative system available for
producing assessable work in case of
malfunction or unavailability
hard copies of the work in progress and
back-up versions are produced regularly

Allocating subjects
The process of finalising subjects for students is
complex and include the following
considerations:





What VCE students should expect
Students undertaking Unit 1 and 2 subjects
should expect their workload to increase
significantly from year 10. Deadlines are not
negotiable and students must take responsibility
to catch up on work missed due to illness.
Students undertaking Unit 3 and 4 subjects
should expect a further increase in their
workload and greater reliance on independent
study and personal motivation. It is a student’s
responsibility to complete all assessment tasks,
manage workload and meet deadlines to enable
the successful completion of their VCE.

Student preference, which is a high
priority in deciding which subjects run
Staffing – both the number of staff and
the availability of staff with particular
specialist qualifications
Availability of Specialist rooms and
equipment
Course design

Student or parent preference for a particular
teacher is never a consideration as we have faith
in all of our teachers at the college to provide
quality instruction for the best outcomes for all
students.

To Enrol in VCE a student MUST




Part-time work
VCE is a full time study load and cannot be
completed well if too much time is given to
outside commitments. Financial considerations
are certainly important and some students have
very good organisational skills. However, the
hours of paid work should be kept under 8 hours
a week.





Complete and return the signed Subject
Selection Sheet by the due date
Engage in the year 10 subject selection
Attend the VCE Course Confirmation
session/s
Sign the VCAA and Glenroy College
declaration.
Attend VCE orientation classes
Complete holiday homework set for all
selected subjects

Externally Assessed Subjects

Year 11 and 12 Orientation

Students officially enrolled in VCE Units outside
the school must inform the Senior School
Program Manager so they can be officially
enrolled with VCAA.

All students enrolled in VCE are required to
attend VCE orientation. These classes are
scheduled for units 1 – 4 after course
confirmation.
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How to select subjects

At Glenroy College our policy is;





How to choose the “right” subjects


A typical VCE for Year 11 & 12 students
includes 10 VCE Units at the College
including English or Literature or both
Apart from the English/Literature
requirement, students are free to choose
their own subjects, keeping in mind the
VCAA rules, their career aspirations,
course prerequisites, their interests and
their capabilities
Students should research possible careers
with assistance and feedback from the
College Careers Team. Appointments to
speak with the Careers Team are available
during private study, or at recess, lunch or
after school






Choose subjects that you are do well in
and enjoy
Check the Prerequisites guide (or HeraldSun equivalent) for all prerequisites that
are relevant to any courses you may be
interested in
Go to the University and TAFE Open Days
Speak with teachers of the subjects that
interest you to find out more

Don’t choose a subject because;





You have heard it is easy
You have heard it is marked up
Your friend has chosen it
You like the teacher who might teach it

Folio Subjects
Some VCE subjects have large-scale folio tasks as
part of their assessment. These tasks require
students to invest significant amounts of time
over an extended period, and often multiple
subjects have these tasks due at the same time.
Students should consider this when choosing
their subjects.


In some circumstances a student may change a
Unit 1 & 2 sequence at the end of first Semester.
This is dependent on timetable constraints and
availability, and must be done via application
with the approval of the Sub School.
It should be noted that staff can only give
general advice and the ultimate responsibility
for subject choices lies with students and their
parent/guardians.

No VCE student will be allowed to do more
than two folio subjects.

The minimum requirement is satisfactory
completion of 16 units, which must include:



Three units from the English group,
including a Unit 3-4 sequence
At least three other sequences of Unit 3-4
studies

Prerequisites subjects for University entry
Year 10 students are provided with the
Prerequisites Guide, which outlines pre-requisites
subjects for relevant University and TAFE courses.
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Possible careers

Related courses

Woodwork

Textiles

Software Development

Food Studies

Applied Computing (IT)

Technology

Psychology

Physics

Chemistry

Biology

Science

Legal Studies

History

Humanities

Business

Subjects

Domain

Subject / Career options

Finance, Economics,
Laws, Legal Studies,
International Relations,
Archaeology, Marketing

Pharmacy, Applied Science,
Medical Science,
Physiotherapy, Behavioural
Science, Environmental
Science, Environmental
Management, Ecology

Information systems, health
information management,
nutritional science, electronic
engineering, software development,
computer technology

Commercial Banking,
Corporate Finance, Stock
Broker, Solicitor,
Barrister, Registrar,
Government
Departments, NonGovernment
Organisations, Heritage
management, Curator,
Lecturer, Archaeologist,
Sales and Marketing

Pharmacist, pharmaceutical
industry, laboratory scientist,
Analytical scientist, research,
clinical, physiologist, human
resource management,
market research, national
park services, land
conservation, mining
industry, ecologist, pollution
control officer, wild life
officer

Computer sales & marketing, IT
advisor, business systems analyst,
Database developer, support
services, engineering, technologist,
management banking
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Possible careers

Related courses

Maths Methods

Mathematics

Maths Further
(General)

Physical Education

Health and Human Dev.

Health and PE

EAL

English

English

Media

Arts

Drama

Subjects

Domain

Subject / Career options

Visual Arts, Media
Studies, Creative Arts,
Graphic Design

Teaching, library &
information studies,
advertising, business
management,
interpreting &
translating

Nursing, Health
Sciences,
Environmental
Sciences, Outdoor
Education, Nature
Tourism,
Physiotherapy

Teaching, science,
mathematical &
statistical science,
computer science,
economics

Arts Administrator,
Gallery Curator,
Historian, Journalist,
Internet, Press, TV,
Radio/Audio
Production, publishing
& Editing, Script
Writing, Film/Theatre,
Critic Audio-Visual
Production, Publisher,
Advertising Agency

Librarian, teacher
market researcher,
information and
archiving systems
designer, records
manager,
interpreter,
advertising manager

General & Specialist,
Hospitals, Health care
centres, Pollution
Control, Land
Conversation,
Environmental
consultant

Finance, system
programmer, cognitive
science, software
programmer, systems
analyst, insurance,
business risk analyst,
teaching, space
physicist,
bioinformatics,
material scientist,
biotechnologist,
tertiary, secondary,
primary
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VCAL - Literacy

VCAL - Numeracy

The purpose of the literacy curriculum selected
for this strand is to enable the development of
knowledge, skills and attributes relevant to
reading, writing and oral communication and the
practical application in contexts of;






The VCAL Numeracy strands are designed to
develop your knowledge, skills and attributes
relevant to identifying, applying and
communicating mathematical information in the
contexts of everyday life, family, employment,
further learning and community.

Everyday life
Family
Employment
Further learning
Community

These Numeracy skills include;


Literacy skills corresponding with these social
contexts include literacy for self-expression,
practical purposes, knowledge and public debate.
Literacy skills include reading, writing and oral
communication skills.

VCAL - Work Related Skills

VCAL - Personal Development Skills

The purpose of the work Related Skills (WRS)
strand is to develop employability skills,
knowledge and attributes valued within the
community and work environments as a
preparation for employment.

The purpose of the Personal Development Skills
(PDS) strand is to develop knowledge, skills and
attributes that lead towards;







Aims







Mathematical knowledge and techniques
financial literacy, planning and organising,
measurement, data, representation,
design, problem-solving, using software
tools and devices, and further study in
mathematics or related fields.

Integrate learning about work skills with
prior knowledge and experiences
Enhance the development of
employability skills through work related
contexts
Develop critical thinking skills that apply
to problem solving in work contexts.
Develop planning and work related
organisational skills
Develop OHS awareness
Develop and apply transferable skills for
work related contexts
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The development of self
Social responsibility
Building community
Civic and civil responsibility
Improve self-confidence and self-esteem
Valuing civic participation in a democratic
society
Leadership
Interpersonal skills
Teamwork
Self-management
Degree of autonomy

VET (Vocational Education & Training)

SWL (Structured Workplace Learning)

About VET






About VET


It is a two (2) year program nationally
recognised qualification.
Students undertake VET one day per week
at Tafe.
Allows students to go directly into
employment or receive credit towards
further studies.
Gives students industry specific
knowledge and workplace skills.
Undertaking VET gives a student the
opportunity to create a pathway into a
particular industry while still in secondary
education.






This involves an employer accepting a
student for a one day per week.
Structured Workplace Learning enables
the student to learn and demonstrate
acquired skills and knowledge in an
industry setting.
During the work placement, a student will
have specific tasks to undertake in order
to demonstrate competence.
Students are required to complete a
Structured Workplace Learning record
booklet to gain credit towards VCAL.

VET and SWL Student Responsibilities


VET classes take place at another school or TAFE. Students must attend classes on time and
make sure they meet the requirements set by the TAFE or other schoos.



TAFE absences MUST be reported to the college by the parent or student. The attendance offer
can be contacted on 9304 0410. Medical certificates must be provided to the College and the
Tafe.



Sometimes classes occur outside normal school hours and some courses need blocked time in
school holidays to complete modules and skills.



Students must meet some of the cost for VET fees, such as material costs. These fees MUST be
paid before commencement of the course to secure enrolment.



Some VET programs require student to purchase a uniform or safety equipment. Assistance may
be available through State School Relief. Please see the Wellbeing Team to apply. Further
information is also available: https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/schools/



Students are required to make their own travel arrangements to their VET course. A travel form
outlining the student’s mode of transport and expected behaviour must be signed by the student
and parent.
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Applied Computing

This study focuses on the strategies and techniques for creating digital solutions to meet specific needs
and to manage the threats to data, information and software security. The study examines the attributes
of each component of an information system including people, processes, data and digital systems
(hardware, software, networks), and how their interrelationships affect the types and quality of digital
solutions.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

DATA ANALYSIS & PROGRAMMING

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT or DATA ANALYTICS



This unit focuses on how data can be used
within software tools such as databases
and spreadsheets to create data
visualisations, and the use of
programming languages to develop
working software solutions.



Students collect and manipulate data and
analyse patterns and relationships. They
use a programming language to create
working applications and programs.

To be confirmed.

UNIT 2

UNIT 4

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS & NETWORK SECURITY

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT or DATA ANALYTICS



Students focus on developing innovative
solutions to needs or opportunities that
they have identified, and propose
strategies for reducing security risks to
data and information in a networked
environment.

To be confirmed.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Class work is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/art/ArtSD-2017.pdf
Domain leader – Mr Saker
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Art

This study encourages students to explore ideas and to demonstrate effective working methods and a
range of technical skills through investigation and experimentation. It also equips students to respond to
art in an informed and articulate manner.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

ARTWORKS, EXPERIENCE AND MEANING

ARTWORKS, IDEAS AND VALUES







This unit focuses on how art elements and
principles communicate meaning and can
reflect personal identity.
In practical work, students experiment
with materials and techniques and reflect
upon their artistic practice.

Students use the Analytical Frameworks
to compare selected artists. They develop
their practical work through investigation,
exploration and application of a variety of
materials, techniques and processes.

UNIT 4
UNIT 2

ARTWORKS, IDEAS AND VIEWPOINTS

ARTWORKS AND CONTEMPORARY CULTURE




Students examine the different ways that
artists interpret and present social and
personal issues in their art.



Students discuss art ideas and issues and
the role of art in society.



In the practical area students continue to
develop work begun in Unit 3.

They continue to explore, experiment and
reflect upon their artistic practice.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Class work is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/art/ArtSD-2017.pdf
Domain leader – Mr Saker
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Australian & Global Politics

This subject engages students with key political, social and economic issues, and supports them in
becoming informed citizens and participants in their local, national and international communities.
Australian Politics increases awareness of the nature of power and influence, whilst Global Politics
provides an insight into political, social, cultural and economic forces that shape our rapidly changing
world.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

IDEAS, ACTORS AND POWER

GLOBAL ACTORS

We are introduced to key ideas relating to the
exercise of political power and the shaping of
political systems in Australian democracy and in
non-democratic political systems.

Through an in-depth examination of the concepts
of national interests and power, we investigate
the key global actors of contemporary global
politics to analyse their aims, roles and power.

UNIT 2

UNIT 4

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

GLOBAL CHALLENGES

We explore the global community and key actors
within this community by beginning with
examining interconnectedness through
globalisation and finishing with evaluating the
global community’s responses.

We investigate key global challenges facing the
international community in the 21st century
including analysing debate around TWO ethical
issues that are underpinned by international law.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a
sequence. Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/ausglobalpolitics/Pages/index.aspx
Domain Leader – Ms Khoder
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Biology

Biology is a science which looks at all life – from the microscopic cell to the whole individual. It shows
great diversity amongst the organisms, even those of the same origins. Using inquiry and practical skills
to further understanding of the concepts, students can work collaboratively as well as independently on
a range of tasks.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

HOW DO ORGANISMS REGULATE THEIR
FUNCTIONS?
This unit focuses on the cell and its structure and
function as an individual unit, as well as its
growth and differentiation. It investigates body
systems and the homeostatic maintenance of an
animal’s internal environment.

HOW DO CELLS MAINTAIN LIFE?
This unit focuses on the internal workings of the
cell, the biochemical pathways and the processes
of communication. It also looks investigation of
bioethical issues by consideration of different
approaches.
UNIT 4

UNIT 2

HOW DOES LIFE CHANGE AND RESPOND TO
CHALLENGES?

HOW DOES INHERITANCE INPACT ON
DIVERSITY?

This unit focuses on the continual change and
challenges which life is subjected to. It considers
the human immune system and evolutionary
biology, showing the relatedness between
species.

This unit focuses on how cells reproduce and that
they all come from pre-existing cells. It also looks
at how traits are passed on through generations.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through textbook questions and
assessments. Classwork is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/biology/2016BiologySD.pdf
Domain leader – Ms Stephenson
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Business Management

We examine the ways businesses plan, establish, manage and transform their resources from the first
idea for a business right through to day-to-day management. We consider the changes needed to ensure
continued success of a business. Students develop an understanding of the complexities facing decision
makers in managing businesses.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

PLANNING A BUSINESS

MANAGING A BUSINESS

From the initial idea, we investigate the internal
and external environments that will affect the
way a business plans to operate for its success.

Exploring key processes of managing business’
efficiently and effectively to achieve their
business objectives, we examine how
management is central to achieving those
objectives.

UNIT 2
ESTABLISHING A BUSINESS

UNIT 4

Examining how businesses function and comply
with their legal requirements, we consider ways
to establish financial record keeping as well as
effective marketing strategies.

TRANSFORMING A BUSINESS
Analysing the pressures businesses have to adapt
and change their ways to meet their objectives,
we discuss the importance of reviewing key
performance indicators.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to
undertaking Unit 4. Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction over the
duration of a semester.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/business-management/Pages/Index.aspx
Domain Leader – Ms Khoder
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Chemistry

Chemistry explains our universe through an understanding of the properties and interaction of
substances that make up matter. Chemistry allows you to see the world through a different lens, it
explain the formation of molecules in outer space to the biological interactions occurring in cells.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

HOW CAN THE DIVERSITY OF MATERIALS BE
EXPLAINED?

HOW CAN CHEMICAL PROCESSES BE DESIGNED
TO OPTIMISE EFFICIENCY?

This unit focuses on the chemical properties of a
range of materials from metals to organic
molecules.

This unit focuses on energy options and the
chemical production of materials with reference
to efficiencies, renewability and impact on
environment.

UNIT 2
UNIT 4

WHAT MAKES WATER SUCH A UNIQUE
CHEMICAL?

HOW ARE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS,
CATEGORISED, ANALYSED AND USED?

This unit focuses on the physical and chemical
properties of water, the reactions that occur in
water and various methods of water analysis.

This unit focuses on the structural features,
bonding, typical reactions and uses of the major
families of organic compounds including those
found in food.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through textbook questions and
assessments. Classwork is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/chemistry/2016ChemistrySD.pdf
Domain leader – Ms Stephenson
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EAL - English as an Additional Language

English as Additional Language (EAL) focuses on how English language is used to create meaning in
written, spoken and multimodal texts of varying complexity. Literary texts selected for study are drawn
from the past and present, from Australia and from other cultures. Other texts are selected for analysis
and presentation of argument. The study is intended to meet the needs of students with a wide range of
expectations and aspirations for those whom English is an additional language.

UNIT 1


UNIT 3


In this unit, students read and respond to
texts analytically and creatively. They
analyse arguments and the use of
persuasive language in texts and create
their own texts intended to position
audiences.

In this unit, students read and respond to
texts analytically and creatively. They
analyse arguments and the use of
persuasive language in texts. EAL
students will develop and refine their
listening skills in response to short-answer
questions.

UNIT 2


UNIT 4

In this unit, students compare the
presentation of ideas, issues and themes
in texts. They analyse arguments
presented and the use of persuasive
language in texts and create their own
texts intended to position audiences.



In this unit, students compare the
presentation of ideas, issues and themes
in texts. They create an oral presentation
intended to position audiences about an
issue currently debated in the media.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Class work is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/index.aspx
Domain leader – Ms Gratz
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English

English is about engaging with representations of the world in which we live, through literary texts –
such as novels, plays, films, etc. and persuasive texts. Students have the opportunity to express their
interpretations of texts and explore their own perceptions of ideas represented in the media.

UNIT 1


UNIT 3


In this unit, students produce an essay
response to a set text, and respond
creatively to another. They analyse
arguments in persuasive texts and
produce their own persuasive texts.

In this unit, students produce a creative
response to a text, an analytical response
to another and analyse and compare
persuasive argument texts.

UNIT 4
UNIT 2



This unit focuses on analysing and
comparing literary and persuasive texts.
Students produce a written argument and
justify their authorial choices.

This unit is about comparing and
analysing two literary texts in depth and
presenting a verbal argument whilst
justifying persuasive intent and choices.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Coursework (classwork and homework) is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for
each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/index.aspx
Domain leader – Mr Dodson
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Food Studies

This study enables students to develop as informed, discerning and capable food citizens. To build
practical food skills in the planning, preparation, evaluation and enjoyment of food, including the
principles and practices that ensure the safety of food. It also enables students to apply principles of
nutrition, food science and sensory evaluation to food planning and preparation. To extend
understanding of food origins, cultures, customs and behaviours. Along with developing an
understanding of global and local systems of food production, distribution and governance. Students
develop awareness of a diverse range of influences on food choice. Students also conduct research and
discuss issues relating to economic, environmental and ethical dimensions of our food system and also
analyse and draw evidence-based conclusions in response to food information, food advertising and
current food trends.

UNIT 1 - FOOD ORIGINS

UNIT 3 - FOOD IN DAILY LIFE

Area of Study 1

Area of Study 1

Food around the world

The science of food

Area of Study 2

Area of Study 2

Food in Australia

Food choice, health and wellbeing

UNIT 2 - FOOD MAKERS

UNIT 4 - FOOD ISSUES, CHALLENGES & FUTURE

Area of Study 1

Area of Study 1

Food industries

Environment and ethics

Area of Study 2

Area of Study 2

Food in the home

Navigating food information

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Class work is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/foodstudies/FoodStudiesSD_2017.pdf
Domain leader – Ms Almatrah
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Health and Human Development

Health and Human Development is a unit of work that is really all about you. Well the focus of the
course is youth health and wellbeing. The topics we will look at include, understanding health and
wellbeing, nutrition and health, youth health issues. We also look at developmental transitions and the
health care system in Australia. This is a subject for students interested in their own health, Australia’s
health and how we compare to other countries.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

UNDERSTANDING HEALTH AND WELLBEING

AUSTRALIA’S HEALTH IN A GLOBALISED WORLD

This unit focuses on the health and development
of Australia’s youth. We examine risk and
protective factors affecting one’s health status.

This unit compares the health status of
Australia’s population with other developed
countries. We also look at the role of nutrition in
protecting us from disease. Students are required
to become familiar with the Australian healthcare
system.

UNIT 2
MANAGING HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT
This unit focuses on health and development
during childhood and adulthood. We also look at
a range issues that impact on Australia’s health
system such as human rights, ethics, medical
technology, environmental health, rural services
and the ageing population.

UNIT 4
HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN A
GLOBAL CONTEXT
This unit investigates factors contributing to the
inequalities in world health. These include
poverty, gender inequality, education, access to
health care, political instability, war, global
marketing and the impact of physical
environments.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Class work is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/healthandhumandevelopment/2018HealthHumDevSD.pdf
Domain leader – Ms Clark
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History

History involves examining interpretations of human action in the past, to understand consequences and
make meaning through the use primary sources as evidence. History requires students to engage with a
range of times, people, places, events and ideas including investigating significant individuals and ways
in which societies thought.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3 & 4

TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY 1918 –1939

REVOLUTIONS

Using primary sources, we explore the reasons
and nature of political, social, economic and
cultural change in the period between the two
World Wars.

Students study two revolutions and investigate
the significant historical causes and
consequences of each event. We consider
differing political and social perspectives using a
range of primary sources and consider why
different groups made different judgments
during the history of the revolution.

UNIT 2
TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY 1945 –2000

Two revolutions will be studied, one for Unit 3
and one for unit 4. The teacher will choose two
from the following:

We investigate the impact of the Cold War and
challenges and changes it had to existing political,
economic and social arrangements in the second
half of the twentieth century.

• The American Revolution of 1776.
• The French Revolution of 1789.
• The Russian Revolution of October 1917.
• The Chinese Revolution of 1949.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a
sequence. Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/history/Pages/Index.aspx
Domain leader – Ms Khoder
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Legal Studies

Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles which are essential to Australia’s legal system.
Students develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions, rights
protection in Australia, and the justice system. The knowledge of legal concepts and principles are then
applied to a range of scenarios.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

GUILT AND LIABILITY

RIGHTS AND JUSTICE

Developing our understanding of legal
foundations (different types and sources of law)
we investigate court hierarchy in Victoria and key
concepts of criminal and civil law.

Exploring the methods and institutions in the
justice system, we consider their appropriateness
in determining criminal cases and resolving civil
disputes. Students consider the Magistrates’
Court, County Court and Supreme Court within
Victorian.

UNIT 2
SANCTIONS, REMIDIES AND RIGHTS

UNIT 4

Examining the enforcement of criminal and civil
law, we consider methods and institutions used
to determine criminal cases or resolve civil
disputes along with types of sanctions and
remedies.

THE PEOPLE AND THE LAW
Understanding how the Australian Constitution
establishes the law-making powers of the
country, we develop an understanding of the
significance of the High Court in protecting and
interpreting the Australian Constitution.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a
sequence. Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx
Domain leader – Ms Khoder
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Maths – Further (General)

This maths selection is made of two subjects - General Mathematics (units 1-2) and Further Mathematics
(units 3-4). The General-to-Further Mathematics course option is designed to be accessible to all who
want to study maths in VCE. These subjects will provide students with useful and employable
mathematics skills.

UNIT 1 & 2

UNIT 3 & 4

The topics covered in these units are;

The main topics covered in the unit are;











Algebra and structure - Linear relations
and equations
Arithmetic and number - Financial
arithmetic
Discrete mathematics - Graphs, matrices,
number patterns
Geometry and measurement - Shape and
measurement, trigonometry
Graphs of linear and non-linear relations Linear graphs, models, variation
Statistics - Data distributions

Data analysis
Recursion and financial modelling

Students also complete two modules selected
from the following four modules





Matrices
Networks and decision mathematics
Geometry and measurement
Graphs and relations

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Completing regular coursework. Achieving minimum standards on assessments including tests and
application tasks throughout the year.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/mathematics/2016MathematicsSD.pdf
Domain leader – Mr Honey
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Maths – Methods (CAS)

Mathematical Methods is the highest level of maths offered at Glenroy College. This subject is a
prerequisite for many engineering, ICT, science, and economics courses at university. If you consider
yourself a high achiever in maths AND/OR you find complex mathematical concepts interesting, this is
the subject for you!

UNIT 1 & 2

UNIT 3 & 4

The main topics covered in these units are;

The main topics covered in these units are;

Functions and graphs

Functions and graphs





Algebra








Algebra



Power functions
Polynomials
Inverse functions

Solving equations using inverse functions
and transformations
Index & log laws






Rates of change and gradients
Applications of calculus

Probability and statistics



Solving literal equations and exponentials

Calculus

Calculus



Function families
Exponential growth and decay
Maximums and minimums
Stationary points

Differentiation
The chain rule & the quotient rule
Integration

Probability and statistics




Multi-stage experiments
Solving probability problems using
simulation

Binomial distributions
Normal distributions
Confidence intervals

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Completing regular coursework. Achieving minimum standards on assessments including tests and
application tasks throughout the year.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/mathematics/2016MathematicsSD.pdf
Domain leader – Mr Honey
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Media

The media is everywhere in today’s world. Working on a personal, local, national and global level, media
is deeply embedded within life and culture. It entertains, teaches, informs, and shapes audiences’
perception of their lives and the worlds in which they live. Students will learn to read, analyse and
construct media products in a variety of forms.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

MEDIA FORMS, REPRESENTATIONS AND
AUSTRALIAN STORIES

MEDIA NARRATIVES AND PRE-PRODUCTION





In this unit students develop an
understanding of audiences and the core
concepts underpinning the construction of
representations and meaning in different
media forms.

In this unit students explore stories that
circulate in society through media
narratives. They complete the preproduction phase of their media
production process.

UNIT 4
UNIT 2

MEDIA PRODUCTION AND ISSUES IN THE MEDIA

NARRATIVE ACROSS MEDIA FORMS




In this unit students further develop an
understanding of the concept of narrative
in media products and forms in different
contexts.

In this unit students focus on the postproduction stages of the media
production process. Students also explore
the relationship between the media and
audiences.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required through class activities and
assessments. Coursework is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome and all
coursework must be completed in order to pass each unit.
Further information;
Throughout VCE media you will be required to create media products, such as films, prints, photographs
and other creative mediums. A strong understanding of teamwork and responsibility is therefore necessary
to succeed.
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/media/MediaSD_2018.pdf
Domain leader – Mr Saker
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Music Performance

VCE Music offers students opportunities to engage in the practice of performing, creating and studying
music covering a wide range of styles.

UNIT 1


UNIT 3


This unit focuses on building performance
and musicianship skills. Students prepare
and perform a practiced program of group
and solo works.

In this unit students continue developing
their performance skills, employing a
broader range of technical and artistic
techniques that cover a broader range of
styles.

UNIT 2


UNIT 4

In this unit students build their
performance and musicianship skills. They
develop skills in performing previously
unseen music and also devise a specific
composition or improvisation.



This unit focuses on further developing
and refining performance skills.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each of the unit outcomes by demonstrating the skills required.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/music/2017MusicSD.pdf
Domain leader – Mr Saker
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Physical Education

If you’re interested in how athletes achieve peak fitness and how your body’s systems work together to
create an efficient movement then P.E may be for you. It covers physical activity across the life span and
enhancing physical fitness. Classes are theory based with practical sessions to support the theory.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

THE HUMAN BODY IN MOTION

MOVEMENT SKILLS AND ENERGY FOR PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY

In this unit students explore how the
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems
work together to produce movement. Through
practical activities students explore the
relationships between the body systems and
physical activity, sport and exercise, and how the
systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the
activity.

Students investigate the relative contribution and
interplay of the three energy systems to
performance in physical activity, sport and
exercise. Students explore the causes of fatigue
and consider different strategies used to
postpone fatigue and promote recovery.
UNIT 4

UNIT 2

TRAINING TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, SPORT AND SOCIETY

Students participate in a variety of training
sessions designed to improve or maintain fitness
and evaluate the effectiveness of different
training methods. Students critique the
effectiveness of the implementation of training
principles and methods to meet the needs of the
individual, and evaluate.

This unit develops students’ understanding of
physical activity, sport and society from a
participatory perspective. Students are
introduced to types of physical activity and the
role participation in physical activity and
sedentary behaviour plays in their own health
and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in
different population groups.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Complete each unit outcome by demonstrating the skills required through class activities including some
practical and assessments. Class work is submitted to demonstrate your understanding for each outcome.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/physicaleducation/Pages/Index.aspx
Domain leader – Ms Clark
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Physics

Have you ever wondered why things fall? Or about electricity... What actually is electricity, and how
exactly do we make it? What is light made of, and what makes us see it as different colours? Physics
combines maths and science to explore all these questions and more.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

WHAT IDEAS EXPLAIN THE PHYSICAL WORLD?

HOW DO FIELDS EXPLAIN MOTION AND
ELECTRICITY



This unit focuses on the principles of
thermodynamics (heat transfer), the
analysis of electrical circuits, as well as
nuclear energy.

This unit is made up of the following topics:


UNIT 2
WHAT DO EXPERIMENTS REVEAL ABOUT THE
PHYSICAL WORLD?


Analysing motion, Einstein’s special
relativity, Gravitational fields, Electrical
fields, Magnetic fields, and Generating
electricity.

UNIT 4
HOW CAN TWO CONTRADICTORY MODELS
EXPLAIN BOTH LIGHT AND MATTER

This unit focuses on analysing motion with
theory based on Newton’s three laws. This
is tied-in with the study of different forms
of energy.



This unit focusses on looking at whether
light is made up of waves or particles
(spoiler alert – it’s both at the same
time‼).

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
Completing regular coursework and practical experiments. Achieving minimum standards on assessments
throughout the year.
Further information;
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/accounting/2019AccountingSD.pdf
Domain leader – Ms Stephenson
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Product Design
Product Design focuses on the parallel areas of Design and Production and the changing nature of
Production Materials. Students learn how to research, design, build and evaluate physical products
using materials such as timber, metals and plastics. They are asked to consider the ergonomics of clients
the sustainability and lifecycle of existing and emerging products to inform their design Decisions.
Focusing on developing handmade objects such as tables, chairs through to unique design solutions for
storage and student/client interests.
UNIT 1

UNIT 3

SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT REDEVELOPMENT

APPLYING THE PRODUCT DESIGN PROCESS

This unit focuses on the exploration of how
existing designers and producers are being
informed by and applying sustainability to
products across a range of industries from
construction to furniture making and electronics.
Students will both develop hands on and Design
skills to analyse, assess and redevelop an existing
product/ Design. Students will also receive
training in the safe use of machinery including
some fixed and hand-held power tools.

Students explore and apply a developmental
design and evaluation process to the following:
1. A existing product re-interpretation
2. The development and production of a
unique product specifically addressing a
client’s specific needs. (Major Project)
Students receive advanced training in the use of
plant and hand-held power tools specific to
needs of their Design and Production and in line
with legislative requirements.

UNIT 2

UNIT 4

COLLABORATIVE DESIGN

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION

Students will examine and apply collaborative
methods of Design and Production informed by
current and immerging methods used industry to
develop a unique design and end product.
Students will further develop hands-on skills in
the areas of joinery, metal-work and electronics
in line with needs and requirements of their
collaborative design and end product.

Students continue their Major Design and
Production Project commenced in unit 3 towards
completion with students demonstrating their
capacity to problem solve, test and critically
assess their production against the specific needs
of their client and the legislative codes and
requirements specific to that product type.

How much homework will I have?
Student homework will comprise of:
1. Theoretical task such as reading and summarising small amount of texts, related terminology and
exam preparation.
2. And completion of developmental design tasks begun during class but not completed.
How do I pass each unit?
Each unit is assessed via a mixture of Portfolio/ Design & Production tasks and School assessed Tasks such
as tests or exams. With Unit for being assessed via the completion of a Design/ Production & Analysis
Portfolio and external end of year examination.
Further information
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/productdesign-and-technology/ProductDesignTechnology_SD_2018.pdf

Domain leader – Ms Almatrah
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Psychology

VCE Psychology provides students with a framework for exploring the complex interactions between
biological, psychological and social factors that influence human thought, emotions and behaviour.
Students apply their learning to everyday situations including workplace and social relations. They gain
insights into a range of psychological health issues in society.

UNIT 1

UNIT 3

HOW ARE BEHAVIOUR AND MENTAL PROCESSES
SHAPED?

HOW DOES EXPERIENCE AFFECT BEHAVIOUR
AND THINKING?

Students investigate the structure and
functioning of the human brain and function of
the human nervous system. They consider the
nature of brain and psychological development.

Students examine the functioning of the nervous
system to explain how a person can interact with
the world around them. They explore how stress
may affect a person’s psychological functioning.
Students learn how memory and learning can
affect behaviour.

UNIT 2
HOW DO EXTERNAL FACTORS INFLUENCE
BEHAVIOUR?

UNIT 4
HOW IS WELLBEING DEVELOPED AND
MAINTAINED?

Students investigate how perception enables a
person to interact with the world around them
and how their perception of stimuli can be
distorted. They evaluate the role of social
cognition.

Students examine the nature of consciousness.
They consider the role of sleep and the impact
that sleep disturbances may have on a person.
Students explore the concept of a mental health
continuum analyse mental health disorders.

How much homework will I have?
You will have homework every week. This will be through completing readings, activities, text book
questions and sometimes questions set by your teacher. Homework will also include any unfinished
classwork or pre work.
How do I pass each unit?
•

Classwork

•

SACs

•

Tests and Exams

Further information
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/psychology/2016PsychologySD.pdf
Domain leader – Ms Stephenson
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